LHE HISTORY QF EVDGE

n Ustober Gth an awdsencs 0f no fewer Lhan 32 listeped to Hugo Pellew's
tallk on the "History ol Hudge".

e tarm of Rudge aay well go back Lo, or Leyond, the Doumesday Book
becanse Luslleigh whn = Lhe Eving cOmmunily ewen bbh pre-Norman times.
Domeszday ligte Len w eleven faroe and Barpe-Courl bul, as it doss oot
wame Lhem individoally, one could well have beon Rudge.

Although Rudyge doec nol appoar ou the Devon Lay Subsidy list of 1332

wherein only Fepperdon, bFoxweor Lhy, Caseley, Souwth Hurton, Pethybridge,
and Boveycoombe ware woeallby saoupgh to be subject (o Lhe "subsidy" (a
fForm ¢! taxy Lhis agalo does nol rule ool 1be exlstence at that time.

Tiret kuoown meullon of Hudge is {u an iovenlory of the Mauor of
tleduh made in 1619 aller Lhe death uf Wicholas Wadbam who had been
d of the Manor. BRudge, or as then rendered "Rugge", was at that time
wupled by a Jobi Comyw or Cuming who held tle farm in copyhold with

= wile Ellzaboetl awl bhlse son, Cyprian.

AL Lhiz Limoe Lhore were Lhrue Lypes of tewure for properties.

Ly Fraehold was origlually grapled by bhe Lord of the Manor for services
tegderad and obkiged Lhe lrevholder Lo iy & sl ]l anueal "quit rent” to
the Lond, to Lelp Lhe Lord with the hacvesl, aud Lo besr arns in hle
tevy. By 1600 this latler obligastion had gone bul the quit rent
remained,.  Freeholds 1o Luslielgh were Pepperdon, Foxworthy, Casely and
Flockuer, a larw which no longer existe; 1Ls site lles on Lhe course of
Lhe railway line aboul & mlle towiards Morlonhampstead,

23 Lease by Indenlure ol Lwo deeds, one signed by the Lord and the other
by the Lemnant., The Llwo were placed one on bhe olher and cut with a wavy
fine to eliminstle Lhe pogslbility of forgery ab a later date; the two
halves would have to colacide when referred Lo, Boveycoomba, South
Harton and East Wrey were held thues,

2) Copyhold. The anly documenl of title Lhe tenant had was a copy of the
relevant extract trom the Maoor Holles slaling his Ltewancy, This held
far Lwa generations and to addltion CLhe copy-holder's widow cauld remaln
In Lhe property o loug as ghe remsined "sole and chaste".  When the
tenure paseed Lo the second generalion Lhere was & charge to be paid to
the Lord of the Manor called & "heriol”. This could De in the form of
money, or live stock, In the cawe 0l Kudgs the herjiol was Lhe best
beast on the tarm,  The tenure could be extended teo & third geveration
by the payment of & “"fine”. This, ip the case of Rudge would, have bean
LEg, a largs sum ol mowey 1o Lhose days.

Although L6 might seem Lhal Lhlse arrangewent was very much in favour of
Lhee Lovd of the Maoor, it was nol really disadvantageous to Lhe copy-
holder who had securdibty ol Llenure and could fmgrove bls house and his
tand in the knowledge that hls wlle and heir were bolh assured of
cantinuity ol possession, and thle could, by payment, be extended to
Further generaticns.

Kules, known as "Customs of the Manor", were also laid down far anyane
wantling Lo becow: a Lewant iu Lhe Hauor. By Lhe "Vow or Frank Pledge"



ey had to avow bbat Lhey were nol a Lhiler or an sssistant to a thlerl,
gwear loyalby to Lhe Eing and Lo Lhe Lord of the Manor and pay a fee to
Liw, aptd Lo find Someons Lo acl as a pledge or aecority for him in order
bo be admitbed,  As Lesapls Lhey bad Lo grind theiy covn at the Lord's
miil apgl were only allowed Lo sublel Lo one year and then only for
grass.

d% Lhis Limg Hudee would have been s Jong low thatehed house.  With the
house went a larse wusber ol Ulelds in & rough triangle, bounded by the
Wiy Brogk ou one side, Lhe 8lver Bovey for part of ancther which then
Lowk 1o a lolb ol Trendlebers Down before the third side cul back to the
house and on to the two mills whlch were also owned by Rudge. The land
holdaing and field names were nol very different in 1837 when the tithe
wap was drawvb.,

In Lﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂeﬁry Wilmead, & Lanwer from Hennock, and his wife Helen
copbracted a lease of 173 of Rudge by Indenture { 89 years or three
lives ),  The property by then had 91 acres and a molety of 200 acres of
Trendlebere, [n 1633 Cyprian Conyn died and in 1632 Jobn Comyn died,

but hig widow, Hlizabeth, survived until 1658 outllving the Wilmeads who
uever enjoyed Lhelir lease!

The Civil War arvived in Devon in 1645, Exeter was besieyed by Fairfasx,
Cromwel l's army mwoved along Lhe Telgo valley from Moretonhaupstead,
Lhgre was & sEirmich al Canonleipn and a [ull scale battle on Bowvey
flaatll which Lhe Royalisle losbt. The 1ural population wae generally
Foyalist and Lhere e Lhe accouwul of the officere who were playing cards
in Front House, Foro SL., Bovey wheo Lhe Roundheads came to the door.
The oificers Lhrew Lhaii money out ol the fronl windows and whilst their
Toes wore ploking it up, cecapad by a back entrance!

Betweon 15649 and 1690, Lhe Roundheads desecrated churches by destoying
¢ltlgies and decorations; Lhey alou bad thelr own version of the book of
comnon prayer printed with the Lord Protector's name instead of the
soverelgn’s In varjous [rayers,

Richolas Wadhaw had died in 1610 without a male lLelr and had been
predeceased by his Lhree married sisters, who wnder the law at that time
were his helrs.  The Mapor was therefore divided between thelr families
lonto Lwo partes of one Lhird each (¥yndbhaw and Strangways) and four parts
of one tmleLh aach tﬂ fhe fﬂux daughLer& of Hﬁ:garet Hartin Each ol

&hm_ﬂaﬂﬂxg lndivjduﬁlty th&y were not all Lhat valuable and most were
sooh dinpersed by s&als to local Ltenant larwmers, althodgh the last third,
belonging to bthe ¥yndhaw Tamily, was wob sold oontll 1805 becauvse of &
cumplicated entailment which needed ao act of Farliament to remove it

The rawmitications o Lhe ownership of the land of the Manor and of
Lusbleigh Cleave have been Lhe subjeclt of another talk by Hugo and are
sob nut in Lis book on Lhe history of Waye Farm, a copy of which 1s ing
the avchives Roow. Rlchard Caseley, Hick Grey of Boveycoowmbe and George
¥illes of Higher Hisleoy bought three twalftbs of the Hanor for over £600,
This was theu split up between the Lhiee men by deeds of conveyance by
Eichard Caswley, Surviving deeds are:-



- %7137 of Bouth Harlon Lo N, Grey =en. ¢ held by Iris Gould of Lustleighd
= 4r1i of Boveycombe Lo N Grey jun. ddeed with Irie Gould:

= e @ or Feck to Joln Hervry Gdeed with Amery of Buchs)

- U/1E ot Higher Yoombe ami /12 ol Lustleigh Cleave to Geo Wills, (this
desd fe held by Mike Robertson, late oy Higher Coombe, Lustlelgh)

P 16598 Goaorge Wills Junior, who already owned a quarter of Rudge,
agracd & 9% years logse with 31y Juhn Wyndbaw of his third, Ie 1681
Wadham Strangways cold Lis Lhitd of the Manoe individually to tenant
Lar mur s, In the case of Rudge, 1t was Gae. Willle jun. who bought the
Strangvayc oue thitd., This doed has sol suwvived; the few that bave of
Lhe Slyangways gales atel -
= 173 af Higher Hisley in the Exeter Revord Office.

Lot Boweyoumbe with Iris vowld of Lustlelgh.
= 175 o Mayoe wilh ©ol, F.H. Pellew ol Waye Farm, Lustledgh.

o 180% the remalelng Wyoadbham third of the Manor was swuld to the loeal
Farmers aud ancbber veorge Wills bought & third of Rudee for #£447. AL
this time Lhe properby slill locluded bhe Lwo Lugtleigh mills and
third or Trendlebere bown.

o

[heve was aow au bangoer o Lord of the Manor and the status of the local
farmars, now that they were iecholdecs, rose as did thelr wealthl, In
7SS Lhe oocupler ol Wayo Fara, & Goorge Xiller, wag descrlibed ag a
"yeoman® bub sopm years later ing 1800 appeared as "Gea, Miller, Geat”.
Farers® wiven olalug (ose wilh Lheir husbands', one room in the houss
was converted fulo a "parlour™ where Lhey couold entertain their f{rlends.
an fevenlory of MHary Milleo's parlour locluded six silver tesaspoons,

in keeplng wlth this new found aflluence, the old house at Rudge was
demolisked fn 18637 and Loday's louse beilt dn ibs stead,- During the = abo vy
demolltion an old Commonveallh prayer book was found walled up. [t was
lgather bound with a wermald un one cover and the Lord Protector on

horseback followad LYy & hound on Lhe other,

Mere is some aystery as Lo how or why 11 was Lidden., Perhaps Thomas
Comyn, Hector ol Lustlelgh 1507-09 during the Protecltorate was invelwved.
It i= not Enowe where his sywpalhies lay in Che Civil Yar snor 4T he was
ot the Cowyn family that lived in Rudee, although there are some
indications that he wight have been.

George Wills, the then owner ol Ruedge, save 11 Lo John Mudege, the Rectaor
whor Lo turn handed LU Lo Lhe Dlocese ior saTe keeping., How that we have
our Archives Roow Lo store sech local tieasures, il would be very nlce
LEown could have L back, o al least a copy.

Should attenpts Le made to Lrace this little book, it {5 recorded in the
I'rapnsactions of Lhe Exeler Dlocesan Archilactural Soclety of 1855 Yol ¥
part 2, page 84 under the heading " A Paper read by LU, Col, W. Harding
FuZ, Secratary to the Society of Antigquaries
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